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r efer re d t o t he Rev e n u e Committee. It was advanced to
General File. It was considered by the Legislature on March
27, Mr. President. At that time Senator Haberman had made a
motio n t o i nde f i ni t el y p o s t p one . That d i d l ay t h e b i l l
over. That is presently before u s . Sen at o r Ha b e r man is
excused, h o wever , un t i l h e arrives, Mr. President. Senator
Haberman is excused all day, Mr. President.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Ok ay , we are r ea dy t o t ake up t he b i l l .
Senator Withem, are you going to speak to the bill first?
Okay, Senator Withem.

SENATOR WITHEM: Mr. President, members of the body, I rise
to ask you for your favorable consideration on LB 112 . I t
i s a bi l l t h at I exp l ai n ed t he ot h er day on con se n t
c alendar . I t i s a b i l l t h at came out of the committee with
no dissenting votes. I ha d given my introduction to it.
Little has changed about the bill other than we prepared
some more information for you here. I t i s a ve r y si m p l e
bill. It adds one cent per gallon to the tax rate on motor
fuels. T he fu l l on e cent will b e distributed to th e
city-county road fund, one half of it going to the cities,
one half of it going to the counties. My staff and Senator
Hartnett's staff have worked together to prepare a little
booklet here of information. I t h i n k wha t I am goi n g t o do
xn my introduction is just kind of walk through some of the
information that is in this booklet. First of all, give you
a short history of the gasoline tax. I n 1971 , t h e l a st t i me
the body set the tax rate, it was set at 10 I/2 c ents p e r
gallon. Fifty-three and a third of that fund would go to
the state highways, t wenty - t h r e e and a third to the
counties, and twenty-three and a third to the
municip a l i t i e s , a n d a p ar t i cu l ar formula was established in
statute explaining how that money is to be distributed. In
1980 we were having some problems maintaining our s tate r o a d
fund so the Legislature at that time passed a v ariab l e
gasoline tax to be placed in the highway cash fund and state
road projects. This is a fund that is no longer established
by the Legislature. It is established each year by the
State Board of Equalization to meet existing state h i g h way
road needs. At th at time also as a means of providing
additional monies for cities and co u n t i e s, a one c ent pe r
gallon excise rate was established for the cities and the
counties. Since that tame, the variable rate has increased
by the Board of Equalization a number of times but the
city-county road fund has not been touched. The second page
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